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URGING ALL MEMBER COUNTRIES 

OF THE INTERNATIONAL COM-
MISSION OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL TRACING SERVICE TO 
EXPEDITE RATIFICATION PROC-
ESS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. VITO FOSSELLA 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 25, 2007 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, for genera-
tions, Israel has been defending itself against 
hostile nations and terrorism in the midst of a 
region long plagued by turmoil and instability. 
The United States, now more than ever, must 
stand by its relationship with Israel. I want to 
take this opportunity to address in more detail 
my support of recent legislation before Con-
gress regarding Israel. 

I am pleased to see a key piece of legisla-
tion pass the House this week that I have co-
sponsored, H. Res. 125. The resolution ex-
presses deep concern over the use of civilians 
as human shields in violation of international 
humanitarian law and the law of war during 
armed conflict. During the summer of 2006 
conflict between Hezbollah and the State of 
Israel, Hezbollah routinely used this brutal and 
illegal tactic of embedding its forces among ci-
vilians to use them as human shields. This bill 
calls upon the international community to rec-
ognize the breaches of international law 
through the use of human shields and calls 
upon the State Department to make rec-
ommendations to prevent the future use of 
human shields during armed conflicts. The 
majority of civilian casualties of that conflict 
might have been avoided and civilian lives 
saved had Hezbollah not employed this tactic. 

I am also very concerned about an issue 
facing the rapidly shrinking population of Holo-
caust survivors, and their right to research the 
facts of the unspeakable tragedy. Earlier this 
year, I signed letters addressed to the Ambas-
sadors from Great Britain, France, Greece, 
Belgium and Italy urging them to expedite the 
process of releasing the Holocaust archival 
records of the International Tracing Service 
(ITS) located in Bad Arolsen, Germany. These 
millions of extensive records have remained 
inaccessible to Holocaust survivors, their fami-
lies, and researchers alike for decades. Al-

though progress was made last May when the 
International Commission of the ITS amended 
the Bonn Accords to allow each Commission 
member country to receive a digitized copy of 
the archives, some of the nations have yet to 
ratify the amendments. For the sake of these 
survivors and their families, I joined my col-
leagues in urging these governments to ratify 
this critical treaty amendment without delay. 
These letters led to the introduction of H. Res. 
240, of which I am an original cosponsor and 
that passed the House this week. Mirroring the 
letters, the bill urges all countries that have 
not ratified the amendments to abide by their 
May 2006 treaty obligations and expedite such 
ratification. The bill goes on to urge all mem-
bers of the International Commission of the 
ITS to consider the short time left to Holocaust 
survivors and unanimously consent to open 
the ITS archives should all countries not ratify 
the amendments by May 2007. 

Since I was first elected to Congress, I have 
always supported strengthening the partner-
ship between the United States and Israel. I 
am pleased to see these two important bills 
pass the House, and throughout the 110th 
Congress, I will continue to look for opportuni-
ties to bolster the relationship with our key 
ally, Israel. 
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TRIBUTE TO CPL TYLER S. 
TROVILLION, UNITED STATES 
MARINE CORPS 

HON. SAM JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 26, 2007 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, it is with a heavy heart that I pay 
tribute to Cpl Tyler Seth Trovillion, USMC. 
Corporal Trovillion, a 23-year-old resident of 
Richardson, Texas, answered his country’s 
call and paid the ultimate price. 

He belonged to the 1st Battalion, 5th Marine 
Regiment, Alpha Company, 2nd Platoon of 
Camp Pendleton, California. He died on June 
15, 2005, when his vehicle hit an improvised 
explosive device while conducting combat op-
erations near Ar Ramadi, Iraq. 

We Texans are so proud of the men and 
women we have serving in Iraq and appre-
ciate their dedication to defending freedom 
and promoting democracy. 

To his family, our prayers are with you, and 
we are grateful for Tyler’s courage and service 
to the United States of America. 

As President Ronald Reagan once said, 
‘‘Some people spend an entire lifetime won-
dering if they made a difference in the world. 
But, the Marines don’t have that problem.’’ 

Tyler, God bless you and God bless Amer-
ica. Semper Fidelis. 
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HONORING PENNSYLVANIA TEACH-
ER OF THE YEAR LOIS REBICH 

HON. JASON ALTMIRE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 26, 2007 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Lois Rebich, the 2007 Penn-
sylvania Teacher of the Year. Mrs. Rebich is 
an Instructional Support teacher at Ross Ele-
mentary School in the North Hills School Dis-
trict in Pennsylvania. She began her teaching 
career seventeen years ago in the Pittsburgh 
City School District, but has been teaching in 
the North Hills School District for the past fif-
teen years. 

Through individual assistance and one-on- 
one tutoring, she provides support to students 
who have academic, behavioral or organiza-
tion issues. Mrs. Rebich has excelled by co-
ordinating her efforts with parents, teachers, 
administrators and other students. As one par-
ent said, ‘‘Mrs. Rebich does whatever it takes 
for the student and teacher to orchestrate a 
successful learning experience.’’ 

Pennsylvania has participated in the 
‘‘Teacher of the Year’’ program since 1965. 
The program is co-sponsored by the Pennsyl-
vania State Department of Education and the 
Pennsylvania chapter of the National State 
Teacher of the Year. Each year one teacher is 
recognized for excellence in education. 

I am honored to have the chance to recog-
nize Mrs. Rebich’s extraordinary accomplish-
ment of becoming the 2007 Pennsylvania 
Teacher of the Year. She is representative of 
all the great teachers in the state of Pennsyl-
vania. These selfless men and women spend 
every day educating our children and helping 
them to become happy and productive citizens 
of this great country. 
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